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CONNECTION 

1 Corinthians 12:26 one part is honored, every part 
 

 

 

 

 
 

7 ways to highlight resistance efforts when discussing oppression with children: 
https://www.embracerace.org/resources/highlight-resistance-efforts 
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Day Four Theme Discussion and Story (video on website) 

Hi CommUNITY Allies! Today, we are going to be learning about connecting with others.  We begin with 

if one part is honored, every part rejoices wi  

Today is about connection, community, empathy, and the seeing perspectives of ourselves and others. 
In this passage, God is telling us that if one person is suffering, then everyone suffers.  An example of 
this is the way people of color are treated in the US.  When someone is treated unfairly, hurt, or killed 
because of the color of their skin, it hurts our whole society. Maybe you have seen how people have 
been working together around the country to stand up for each other as allies recently. Another word 
for that is solidarity. 
with Black Lives Matter, or Native Sovereignty movements, for example.  

And we can be in solidarity with environmental justice issues too.  Think about an issue like climate 
change.  Humans polluting the air causes the gases in the atmosphere to change. As the climate 
changes, places on earth get hotter and drier.  As it gets hotter and drier, fires are more likely to burn 
the land.  When fires burn, they destroy homes of people and animals alike. Fires also destroy food 
sources and people and animals can get seriously hurt, or be killed.  Every action affects others because 
we are all connected.   

God also tells us in this passage that if something good happens to one person, then it is good for 
everyone.  When we seek justice and rights for one group of people, everyone benefits from that justice.  
When we take action to protect the environment, everything in that environment benefits. And just like 
we talked about that stormy feeling that happens inside us when we see injustice or experience it 
ourselves, when we work as allies or stand in solidarity, we can bring back that sunny feeling too. 

We are going to read a book, titled Say Something, written and illustrated by Peter Reynolds.  While we 
read this book, I want you to think about any connections it has to our Bible verse. 

Today we are going to do some activities that will help us learn about the idea that our actions are 
connected and how, like in the book, Say Something, we can use our talents to speak up and make the 
world a better place.   
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Day Four Craft- Paper Chains (Template Found in Student Activity Pack) 

 

home for a party. For this craft, though, we are using paper chains to literally connect social justice 
issues together and to connect ourselves and our communities too. 

Materials: 
Printable Paper Chains (4 pages with text; 1 blank) 
Watercolor paints, crayons or markers for adding color 
Scissors  
Scotch tape or Stapler and staples 
 
Instructions: 

1. The first step is adding color to your paper chains. It is easier to do this before they are cut 
apart. If you are printing at home, you can use colored paper or cardstock to print, or you can 
print on plain paper and then color them in s, 
printing on cardstock is suggested, and wait until the paper is fully dry before assembling your 
chain. 

2. There is a blank set of paper chains for you to add in some of your own ideas. I added my name, 
as a reminder that I am connected to all these different values and ideas. I also added in one of 
my favorite quotes: I am in the world to change the world. You can add your name, the names 
of role models in your community, and/or different values or ideas that you care about too.  

3. Cut the strips apart on the lines. 
4. Assemble the chain by curling the strip into a circle and using a small piece of tape or a staple to 

secure the ends.  
5. Connect each new circle to the one before it by threading it through the center then securing its 

ends.  
6. Paper chains are light enough to hang on the wall with a couple of push pins or thumbtacks. Find 

a good place to display your chain of connections! 
 

Questions to Discuss or Think About:  

1. There are a lot of different values and social justice issues on the paper chain strips. Which 
issues do you understand well? Which ones do you have questions about?  

2. Sometimes it is tempting to think that if a social justice issue does not directly affect me, I don't 

understand that we are all connected? 
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Paper Chain Examples:  
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Day Four Role Models 

 
Figure 11 Photo by Frankie Fouganthin 

Greta Thunberg 

At the age of 8, Greta Thunberg (from Stockholm, Sweden) learned about climate change, its impacts on 

why people 
became preoccupied with the subject to the point of becoming depressed.  For a period of time she 
stopped eating and speaking.  Greta was diagnosed with having Asperger Syndrome (a milder form of 
autism), Obsessive Compulsive Disorder, and selective mutism. 

In 2018, at the age of 15, Greta won a climate change essay contest.  Three months later she decided to 
take further action.  Inspired by students of Majority Stoneman Douglas High School in Florida who 
walked out of school to demand action on gun violence, she decided that she would use this same tactic 
to demand action on climate change.  

Greta sat alone on the steps of the Swedish parliament every day for 3 weeks holding a sign that read 

committed to in the Paris Agreement of 2015.  She posted pictures of her one-person climate strike on 
social media and encouraged other youth to follow suit.  Her call to action took off and inspired youth 
around the world to host their own climate strikes.  These international-youth-led climate strikes 

.  

Greta became a sought-after public speaker on climate change.  She has spoken out in media, met with 
world leaders, and addressed the United Nations Climate Change Conference in both 2018 and 2019.  
Her manner is very forthright.  (She is straightforward and uses strong statements.)  In part due to 

was met with millions of people worldwide demonstrating to demand action on this issue. 

Greta focuses her efforts on holding governments accountable.  In particular she addresses how 
wealthier, predominantly white countries have contributed the most to climate change while 
economically poorer nations have been affected the most.  She argues that for this reason, wealthy 
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countries have the biggest responsibility in limiting their own carbon emissions so that other nations 
have the opportunity to develop needed infrastructure. 

Greta sees her Asperger as a superpower in her fight for climate action.  Because of her Asperger she 
can sit for long periods to learn about her interests.  It gives her a determined focus when it comes to 
this issue.  She can accept nothing other than immediate meaningful action. 

 

See Video at beginning of article:  https://time.com/collection-post/5584902/greta-thunberg-next-
generation-leaders/ 
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Figure 12 Jerome Foster II/Archinect 

Jerome Foster II 

Jerome Foster, age 18, is a climate activist, voting rights advocate, and virtual reality developer from 
Washington D.C.  He has helped to organize three out of the ten most attended climate marches in 
Washington D.C.  At the age of 14 he founded his own virtual reality company, TAU VR.  He has used this 
platform to code programs that allow people to experience firsthand the devastations of climate change 
and environmental destruction.  Jerome believes that raising awareness through education is key to 
creating change.  At the age of 15 he started the youth climate blog Climate Reporter with the goal of 
informing people about climate change and environmental issues.  Jerome also believes in the power of 
creating change through voting.  He is executive director of OneMillionUs, which is a youth advocacy 
organization that encourages youth to vote. 

power to create a more jus  

Video: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=bz7yV3_AR7E 

Food for thought: 

Jerome used his skills as a programmer to develop a creative way in which people might 
effects of environmental destruction themselves.  He did this as a way to educate but also as a way to 

passionate about and gives her drive to take action.  She uses this unique attribute to advocate for 
climate justice and inspire others to do the same.  We all have unique attributes, skills, and talents.  
What are some of yours?  How might you be able to use your unique gifts to make a difference in the 
lives of others? 
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Day Four Activity Jump for Joy CommUNITY Movement Challenge! 

 

 

 

For those that are able, do as many jumps with a jump rope or jumping jacks as you can in a row. For 
those that are not able, you can modify by doing just the arm movement of the jumping jack. Do a few 
practice rounds to warm up and get used to the motion before you start counting jumps. 

When you finish, record your final number of jumps and enter it into the website jump tracker so we can 
track our community progre  Do your best and most of all have 

e. 

Individually, it may seem like we are only doing a small part, but when everyone does the best they can, 
 

What else could you imagine working on together as a community? Do you remember how some of our 
role models used letter writing as one way that 
difference? 
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Day Four Activity Rube Goldberg Machine 

Reuben Goldberg (1883-1970) was a famous American cartoonist and engineer.  He was well-known for 
his cartoons depicting complicated devices that were used to perform very simple tasks.  These became 

 

An example of one of his cartoon machines is a mousetrap in which A) mouse lunges for picture of 
cheese B) goes through picture and lands on hot stove C) jumps from stove onto block of ice which 
happens to be on moving escalator D) escalator (not attached to anything) carries mouse and ice up E) 
at top, escalator drops mouse onto boxing glove attached to spring F) which knocks mouse into a basket 
G) which triggers a miniature rocket H) which launches the mouse to the moon! 

This fun idea took hold and over the years it became incorporated into commercials, TV shows and 
movies as a bit of comic relief.  People also began to participate in Rube Goldberg Machine contests and 
challenges. 

Today we are going to have our own Rube Goldberg Machine challenge. Why? Well, our theme for the 
day is connection.  A Rube Goldberg Machine is a chain reaction; a sequence of connected events where 
the actions of one step trigger a connected step which then triggers another connected step and so on.  
This can also be a metaphor for human connections and the impact that we can have on one another.  

So, your challenge today, in a nod to the global pandemic we are experiencing as well as the 
environmental theme that has also run throughout our curriculum: 

Use a minimum of 5 steps to knock an empty toilet paper roll into a recycle bin. 
empty toilet paper roll feel free to find a different item to be recycled.) 

Some common components of Rube Goldberg Machines are things like balls, tracks, pulleys, levers, and 
If you need a little 

inspiration: 

Examples of balls could be: balls, marbles, oranges, blueberries, tape roll (it rolls too) . . .  

Examples of tracks could be: toy train or car tracks, book edges, curved cardboard, pipes, rails made by a 
pair of objects such as chopsticks or cooking utensils. 

Examples of dominos could be: well, dominos, but also books, blocks, candy bars . . . 

String and cups are one way that you can approach pullies.  While popsicle sticks or pencils are just a 
couple examples of potential levers. 

I would encourage you to see what you can build, but if you are an artist at heart and are more 
inspired by what outlandish system you can dream of and illustrate then go ahead and draw a 
cartoon!  

get started if you are 
build your project! 
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Here are some of my favorite examples of very simple ideas to help you get started: 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=MgDF1tyoOvU 
https://www.youtube.com/watch/?v=OHwDf8njVfo 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?time_continue=2&v=ICv5owYrW4w&feature=emb_logo 

Here are a couple of my favorite complicated Rube Goldberg Machines (way beyond what we are going 
for, but super fun to watch)! 

Pass the salt while social distancing: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=nORRgU8sGdE 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=qybUFnY7Y8w 
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 Day Four Coloring Sheet 

(Full Sheet Found in Student Activity Pack) 
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Day Four Closing Discussion 

 

Today we explored multiple ways that actions are connected.  We started with our Bible verse, I 
Corinthians 12:26 

 

We read, Say Something that showed us how we can use our talents to help others.  This is connected to 
our role models, Greta Thunberg and Jerome Foster II, and how they used their talents and skills to 
advocate for people and governments to take action against climate change.  We asked you to think 
about your own talents and skills and how you might use them to help others.   

We worked to complete a Rube Goldberg challenge which taught us how one action can cause another 
action.   

We completed our community movement challenge in which we used our bodies to complete a 
collective goal. We also created paper chains to visualize how we are connected and how social justice 
issues are connected.  It also helps us visualize how our words and actions are linked together.  Using 
our Padlet discussion board, share how many jumps you completed and/or how many links are in your 
paper chain.  We will tally them together to see how much we completed together.     

The COVID 19 pandemic has created many challenges for people to be in connection with each other.  
What are some ways you have stayed connected or others during this time? What are some ways you 
have heard or seen other people staying connected? What about people who are not able to connect 
using technology? Can you think of other ways to safely connect with people in the community? What 
are some ways you could use your talents and skills to help others stay connected?  

Discussion Board Day 4 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


